PATENT APPLICATION 

STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re the Application of: 



URA et al 



Group Art Unit: 3749 



Application No.: 10/721,256 



Examiner: Kathryn O'Malley 



Filed: November 26, 2003 



Attorney Dkt. No.: 8215.135 



For: MOISTURING HAIRDRESSING APPARATUS 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



AFFIDAVIT UNDER 37 CFR 1,131 



I, Yoshihisa Ura, hereby certify as follows: 

1 . I am the one of the applicants for the above-identified patent application, U.S. 
Patent Application No. 10/721,256. 

2. I have first-hand knowledge of the docimients in the Table of Exhibits that is 
attached to this Affidavit. 

3. The English labels added to the drawings shown in the Table of Exhibits are a fair 
and accurate translation of the associated Japanese text. 

4. Exhibit 1 of the Table of Exhibits is the minutes of a meeting held February 8, 
2002 as recorded February 12, 2002. Exhibit 1 describes the apparatus, including 
the characteristic that steam is supplied through the detachable hand piece and an 
ion injecting unit is included in the hand piece 

5. Exhibit 2 of the Table of Exhibits is a design checklist for invention sent from 
TECOM Ltd to Takigawa Concentration Ltd on May 8, 2002. Exhibit 2 shows a 
basic sketch of the apparatus including the detachable hand piece and its 
connection with the steam generating unit for the purpose of supplying steam 
from the steam generating unit to the detachable hand piece, the sketch and 
information also indicate that an ion injecting unit is co-located in the hand piece 
with the steam injection unit. 



6. Exhibit 3 of the Table of Exhibits includes 3 pages of drawings created on June 10, 
2002 showing various aspects of the hand piece and steam generating unit. 
Specifically, Exhibit 3 includes detailed views of the hand piece and, the 
incorporation of the steam pipe into the hand piece as well as the incorporation of an 
ion injecting unit in the hand piece, Exhibit 3 also shows the trigger switch and the 
continuous operating switch (per claim 2) on the rear of the hand piece housing. 
Figure 3 also shows the main steam generating unit including the control panel and 
operating unit and a mounting fixture for attaching the hand piece to the main steam 
generating unit. 

7. Exhibit 4 of the Table of Exhibits is one drawing page created on June 27, 2002. 
Exhibit 4 shows a detailed drawing of the main steam generating unit including the 
control panel, LED functional display, and the operating unit. 

8. Exhibit 5 of the Table of Exhibits is a detailed drawing of the hand unit created on 
July 10, 2002. Exhibit 5 shows a detailed drawing of the hand piece, including the 
steam injecting unit as co-located with the ion injecting unit in the hand piece. 
Exhibit 5 also shows the connection point on the hand piece for the hose from the 
steam generating unit so that the hand piece is in hydrauUc communication with the 
steam generating imit. 

9. The following table is provided for the Examiner's convenience and specifically 
addresses each one of the claimed components as described below: 



Claim Element 


Applicable Exhibits/Documents 


1. A moisturizing hair dressing apparatus 


Exhibits 1-5 show and describe the moisturizing 
hair dressing apparatus of the current invention. 
Exhibit 1 generally describes the apparatus; 
Exhibit 2 shows a sketch of the apparatus and 
briefly describes the purpose of the apparatus; 
Exhibit 3 shows the basic drawings of both the 
hand piece and main unit of the apparatus; Exhibit 
4 shows a detailed drawing of the main unit of the 
apparatus; and Exhibit 5 shows a detailed drawing 
of the hand unit of the apparatus. 


A moisturizing hair dressing apparatus 
comprising a main unit for generating steam for 
moisturizing ones hair. 


Exhibits 1, 2 and 4 specifically show and describe 
a main unit for generating steam to moisturize 
one's hair. Exhibit 1 generally explains the 
purpose of the apparatus, including the main unit; 
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(Claim component table continued) 


Exhibit 2 shows a basic sketch of the apparatus 
and describes, among other things, a sub heater to 
heat the water to generate steam; Exhibit 4 shows 
the main steam generating unit in near final form. 


A moisturizing hair dressing apparatus 
comprising a hand piece that is moveably 
attached to the main unit. 


Exhibits 1-3 and 5 show and describe a hand piece 
that is moveably attached to the main unit. Exhibit 
1 includes a description of the apparatus, including 
the detachable hand piece; Exhibit 2 shows a 
sketch of the main unit and hand piece; Exhibit 3 
shows incipient drawings of the hand piece 
including the attaching means connecting the hand 
piece to the main unit; and Exhibit 5 shows a 
detailed drawing of the hand piece as detached 
from the main unit. 


A moisturizing hair dressing apparatus 
comprising a steam injecting unit supphed by the 
main unit. 


Exhibits 1-3 and 5 show and describe a steam 
injecting unit in the hand piece that is supphed 
with steam from the main unit. Exhibit 1 
describes the apparatus, including the 
characteristic that steam is supplied from a main 
unit to a steam injection unit in the detachable 
hand piece; Exhibit 2 shows a basic sketch of the 
apparatus including the detachable hand piece and 
its connection with the main unit for the purpose 
of supplying steam from the main unit to the 
detachable hand piece; Exhibit 3 shows more 
detailed drawings of the hand piece and, includes 
the incorporation of the steam pipe into the hand 
piece, Exhibit 3 fiirther shows the hose connecting 
the hand piece with the main unit for supplying 
steam from the main unit through the hose to the 
hand piece; Exhibit 5 shows a detailed drawing of 
the hand piece, including the attachment of the 
hose from the main unit to the hand piece, the 
hand piece including the steam injecting unit. 


A moisturizing hair dressing apparatus 
comprising a negative ion injecting unit for 
injecting negative ions. 


Exhibits 1-3 and 5 show and describe the 
capability of the hand piece to inject negative ions. 
Exhibit 1 describes the capabilities of the 
apparatus, including the ion injecting capability; 
Exhibit 2 shows the hand piece and describes the 
ion generating circuit; Exhibit 3 shows the ion 



(Claim component table continued) 


generating and injecting units in the hand piece; 
and Exhibit 5 shows a detailed drawing of the 
hand piece including the ion generating and 
injecting units. 


The hand piece of the moisturizing hair dressing 
apparatus can inject either steam, negative ions, 
or simultaneously inject both steam and negative 
ions can be selected. 


Exhibits 1-3 and 5 show and describe the 
capability of the hand piece to inject either steam 
or negative ions. Exhibit 1 describes the 
capabilities of the apparatus, including the ion and 
steam injecting capability, as well as the capability 
of the apparatus to inject a combination of steam 
and ions; Exhibit 2 shows the hand piece and 
briefly describes the ion generating circuit and the 
steam injecting capability as well as the capability 
of the apparatus to inject a combination of steam 
and ions; Exhibit 3 shows the ion generating and 
injecting units, and the steam injecting unit in the 
hand piece; and Exhibit 5 shows a detailed 
drawing of the hand piece including the steam 
injecting unit and the ion generating and injecting 
units. 


2. The moisturizing hair dressing apparatus 
comprising a switching mechanism for selecting 
either a first mode of injecting at least one of 
steam and negative ions while a switch remains 
held, or a second mode of selecting continuous 
injection or suspension of injection by another 
touch of the switch. 


Exhibits 2, 3 and 5 specifically show and describe 
a mode in which a trigger switch (called an 
operation switch in Exhibit 2) is selected for 
selectively injecting either steam or negative ions 
while the switch remains held. Exhibits 3 and 5 
also disclose and additional switch on rear housing 
of the hand piece which allows an operator to 
select a second mode of operation that includes a 
continuous injection or suspension of injection by 
another touch of the switch. 


3. A treatment apparatus comprising a steam 
generating unit. 


Exhibits 1-4 show and describe a treatment 
apparatus comprising a steam generating unit. 
Exhibit 1 describes the treatment apparatus 
including the steam generating unit; Exhibit 2 
shows a sketch of the apparatus and briefly 
describes the steam generating capability and the 
purpose of the apparatus, Exhibit also specifically 
references the sub heater as a means of generating 
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(Claim component table continued) 


steam; Exhibit 3 shows the basic drawings of both 
the hand piece and the main steam generating unit; 
Exhibit 4 shows a detailed drawing of the main 
steam generating unit. 


A treatment apparatus comprising an operating 
unit for controlling the steam generating unit. 


Exhibits 2-4 show and describe the operating unit. 
Exhibit 2 describes the function of the operating 
unit; Exhibit 3 shows the operating as a part of the 
main irnit; and Exhibit 4 also shows the operating 
unit in the upper portion of the main unit. 


A treatment apparatus comprising a hand piece 
moveable relative to the steam generating unit. 


Exhibits 1-3 and 5 show and describe a hand piece 
that is moveably attached to the steam generating 
unit. Exhibit 1 includes a general description of 
the apparatus, including the detachable hand piece; 
Exhibit 2 shows a sketch of the steam generating 
unit and detachable hand piece; Exhibit 3 shows 
incipient drawings of both the hand piece and the 
steam generating unit including the means of 
attaching the hand piece to the main unit; and 
Exhibit 5 shows a detailed drawing of the hand 
piece, including the ion and steam injecting units 
housed in a common housing. 


A treatment apparatus comprising an ion 
generating unit positioned in the hand piece and 
controlled by the operating unit. 


Exhibits 2, 3, and 5 show and describe an ion 
generating unit positioned in the hand piece and 
controlled by the operating unit. Exhibit 2 
describes the ion generating unit and the operating 
unit. Exhibits 3 shows the ion generating unit 
positioned in the hand piece and connected to the 
steam generating unit, which includes the 
operating unit; Exhibit 5 shows the ion generating 
unit in greater detail as well as the connection 
point for the cord running from the steam 
generating unit to the hand piece. 


A treatment apparatus comprising a trigger switch 
positioned in the hand piece in electrical 
communication with the operating unit. 


Exhibits 2, 3 and 5 show and describe the trigger 
switch positioned in the hand piece and controlled 
by the operating unit. Exhibit 2 describes the 
operating unit and the trigger switch. Exhibits 3 
and 5 show the trigger switch as positioned in the 
hand piece. 
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(Claim component table continued) 




A treatment apparatus comprising an applicator 
head positioned in the hand piece, the applicator 
head further comprising an ion injection unit in 
electrical communication with the ion generating 
unit and a steam injection unit. 


Exhibits 1-3 and 5 show and describe an applicator 
head in the hand piece and the capability of the the 
applicator head to inject ions. Exhibits 1-3 and 5 
also show and describe electrical communication 
between the ion generating unit in the hand piece 
and the steam generating unit. Exhibit 1 generally 
describes the capabilities of the apparatus, 
including the ion injecting capabiHty; Exhibit 2 
shows the hand piece and describes the ion 
generating circuit as well as the connection 
between the hand piece and the main unit; Exhibit 
3 shows the ion generating and injecting units in 
the hand piece and shows the communication 
between the hand piece, which includes the 
applicator head, and the steam generating unit; and 
Exhibit 5 shows a detailed drawing of the hand 
piece including the ion injecting unit in 
communication with the ion generating unit and 
the connection point for the cord that connects the 
ion generating unit with the steam generating unit. 


A treatment apparatus comprising an applicator 
head positioned in the hand piece, the applicator 
head further comprising a steam injection 
adjacent to the ion injecting unit, the steam 
injecting unit being in hydraulic communication 
with the steam generating unit. 


Exhibits 1-3 and 5 show and describe the hand 
piece steam injecting unit as being supplied with 
steam from the steam generating unit. The steam 
injecting unit is also shown and described as 
adjacent to the ion injecting unit. Exhibit 1 
describes the apparatus, including the 
characteristic that steam and ions are supplied 
through the detachable hand piece; Exhibit 2 
shows a basic sketch of the apparatus including the 
detachable hand piece and its connection with the 
steam generating unit for the purpose of supplying 
steam from the steam generating unit to the 
detachable hand piece, the sketch and information 
also indicate that an ion injecting unit is co-located 
in the hand piece with the steam injection unit; 
Exhibit 3 shows more detailed drawings of the 
hand piece and, includes the incorporation of the 
steam pipe into the hand piece as well as the 
incorporation of an ion injecting unit in the hand 
piece, Exhibit 3 also shows a hose connection 
between the hand piece and the steam generating 
unit so that the hand piece is in hydraulic 
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(Claim component table continued) 


communication with the steam generating unit; 
Exhibit 5 shows a detailed drawing of the hand 
piece, including the steam injecting unit as co- 
located with the ion injecting unit in the hand 
piece and the connection point for the hose from 
the steam generating unit so that the hand piece is 
in hydraulic communication with the steam 
generating unit. 


Wherein the operating unit selectively controls 
the ion injection unit so that activating the trigger 
switch causes the operating unit to direct the 
application head to emit one of steam, ions, or a 
combination of steam and ions. 


Exhibits 1-5 show and describe the function of the 
apparatus including the capability to selectively 
actuate a trigger switch to inject either steam, ions 
or a combination of steam and ions, Exhibits 1-5 
also show that the treatment apparatus has a steam 
generating unit that includes an operating unit. 
Exhibit 1 describes the apparatus, including the 
characteristic that steam is supplied through the 
detachable hand piece and an ion injecting unit is 
included in the hand piece; Exhibit 2 shows a basic 
sketch of the apparatus including the detachable 
hand piece and its connection with the steam 
generating unit for the purpose of supplying steam 
from the steam generating unit to the detachable 
hand piece, the sketch and information also 
indicate that an ion injecting unit is co-located in 
the hand piece with the steam injection unit as well 
as an operating unit for coordinating and 
controlling the process. Exhibit 3 includes 
detailed views of the hand piece and, the 
incorporation of the steam pipe into the hand piece 
as well as the incorporation of an ion injecting unit 
in the hand piece, Exhibit 3 further shows the 
trigger switch as well as the operating unit and the 
connection between the hand piece and the steam 
generating unit.; Exhibit 4 shows the steam 
generating unit which incorporates the operating 
unit; Exhibit 5 shows a detailed drawing of the 
hand piece, including the steam injecting unit and 
the ion generating and injecting units all co- 
located in the hand piece. Exhibit 5 further shows . 
the trigger switch used to initiate operation of the 
apparatus. 
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A Nov 18 2004 18:52 



P. 09 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my 
and that all statements made on information and belief are 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or i 
under 18 U-S.C §1001, and that such willfial false statemen[ts 
validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



Dated: 



YOSHIHI!a.URA 



ojwn knowledge are true 
if elieved to be true; and 

that willful false 
irjiprisomnent, or both, 
may jeopardize the 
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TABLE OF EXHIBITS 



Exhibit/ 
Document # 


Document Title and Description 


Date 


1 


Minutes of a meeting Febraary 8, 2002, 
as recorded February 12, 2002 - 
Explains the basic design of the 
Moisturizing Apparatus. 


February 8, 2002 


2 


Design checklist for invention sent 
from TECOM Ltd to Takigawa 
Concentration Ltd - provides basic 
sketch of the apparatus and gives 
additional detail regarding product 
design and function. 


May 8, 2002 


3 


Incipient detailed drawings of 
handpiece. 


June 10, 2002 


4 


Upgraded drawings showing main unit. 


June 27, 2002 


5 


Upgraded drawings showing handpiece. 


July 10, 2002 
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